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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MORG, NATO, SOPN, GR, TU 
SUBJECT: AFSOUTH COMMAND CHANGE 

1 . ANNOUNCEMENT OF LAND AND AIR FORCE NATO COMMAND CHANGES 
AT IZMIR WAS FEATURED ON GREEK TV/RADIO EVENING DEC 30 AND 
CARRIED AS HEADLINE STORY IN ALL ATHENS DAILY NEWSPAPERS MORNING 
DEC 31. COVERAGE GIVES PROMINENCE TO GENERAL HAIG'S EXPLANATORY 
COMMENTS, BASED ON WIRE SERVICE ACCOUNTS, AS WELL AS TO COMPANION 
GREEK DEFENSE MINISTRY STATEMENT (QUOTED BELOW). WE WILL 
SUMMARIZE EDITORIAL COMMENT WHEN AVAILABLE. 

2. SEMI-OFFICIAL ATHENS NEWS AGENCY BULLETIN CARRIES FOLLOWING 
TEXT OF GREEK MINISTRY OF DEFENSE ANNOUNCEMENT ISSUED LATE 
DEC 30: "NATO'S DECISION TO PLACE THE SMYRNA (SIC) COMMAND 

UNDER TURKISH LEADERSHIP DOES NOT CONCERN GREECE. GREECE WITHDREW 
FROM THE SMYRNA COMMAND IN THE SUMMER OF 1974. AND HAS STATED SHE 
DOES NOT INTEND TO RETURN TO IT. THIS CHANGE OF COMMAND DOES NOT 
INFLUENCE GREECE'S POSITION, WHICH AIMS AT CONTINUING TO MAINTAIN 
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THE GREEK ARMED FORCES UNDER NATIONAL COMMAND AND, SO FAR AS 
OPERATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS ARE CONCERNED, THE SMYRNA COMMAND 
CONSTITUTES AN INTERNAL AFFAIR OF THE ALLIANCE'S MILITARY WING, 

AND HAS NO RELATION TO THE CONTROL OF THE GREEK LAND, SEA 

AND AIR TERRITORY.' 1 
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